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Robert Tierney SPEAKER s

Nakagawa Shigemi

Anthropology
and Literature
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HELT(DaR

The Colonial
Journey
of Satdo Haruo

ez

DISCUSSANT

While Western scholars Introduced the sdence of anthropology to
Japan In the 18705, Japanese scholars quickdy “natlonalized™ this
forelgn scence and brought it te bear an the aboriginal pepulation
of Talwan, which gquickly became the first overseas field In which
they could werlk. As a genre of writing about primitive sodetles,
anthropology offered a model that writers of fictlon ased to explore
the cuftures of exotlc sodtles. The writer 5atd Haruo traveled to
Talwan Im 1920 and became acqualnted with the amthropologlst
Morl Ushinosuke, [n 1923, 5atd wrote Mache [Demon Blrd), a short
work based on a passage Ima book by Merl. The narrator of *Cemon
Bird™ impersonates an anthrepoelegist who is studying an eplsode of
persecutbon In an unnamed barbarlan village. Atthe same time, the
story he tells Is an allegory about Japanese persecution of Koreans
durlmg the Great Kante Earthquake. *Demon Blrd” Is a story that
ancovers anexpected links betwesn colony and metrapaolis. The
waork s at once a deconstruction of celental anthropolegy and an
ethmographlc critique of the Japanese emplre.

Robert Tlerney is Assistant Professor of lapanese Literature at the Uni-
versity of lllinois at Urbana Champaign and Visiting Professorat the Uni-
versity of Tsukuba. His Tropics of Savrgery, a study of Japanese colonial
period literature, is forthcoming from the University of California Press.

Makagawa Shigemilis a Professorat Ritsumeikan University. His principal
fiedd of ressardch is Modern and Contemporary lapanese Literatune with a
special focus on modernity, gender and cultural studies.

This le-cture will be held at the nstitute for Research in Humanities
{IAH), Kyato University (seminar room, 1st floor].
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