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The Khataynameh

as One of the Last Documents of the Silk Road

One of the last important testimonies of the continuous interest in the Middle
East on China is the "Khataynameh" (Book of China), written by 'Ali Akbar Khata'i
in 1516 and published in Istanbul in 1520. This document is almost unique in
Persian literature as it is not a normal travelogue, but rather resembles a modern
guide book. This lecture will outline the origin of the "Khataynameh" and the
history of the research on it. Furthermore, on the basis of some examples of its
content, the knowledge of China in Central and Western Asia during that period
will be discussed.
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