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The Modern Emperor System and Japanese Society
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Recently, there has been a decline in historical research that considers the emperor
system in relation to the state and society in Japan. Instead, recent work has focused on
the emperor as a figurehead or on Japanese emperors as individuals . In our research,
rather than thinking in terms of simple political processes, we aim to examine modern
Japan itself by making the modern emperor system and Japanese society an object of
study. For example, approaching the progression from the Meiji Restoration to the Asian
Pacific War through the framework of Japanese society and the modern emperor system
allows us to rethink what is unique and what is universal about modern Japan. Focusing
on the transition from the early modern to the modern period, we explore the emperor
system in relation to society, broadly defined to include local areas such as towns and

villages, and diverse elements such as culture, religion, thought, education, social



movements and folk customs. Of course, we do not deny the importance of politics within
our research group, which includes researchers specializing in diverse fields of historical
study such as political history, educational history, cultural history, intellectual history,

social movement history, art history, colonial history, folklore studies and regional history.
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