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Settlement Dynamics in the Bukhara Oases
and the Birth of the North-Eastern Path of the Silk Road
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The lecture focuses on the dynamics of human occupations ensuing from the hydrographic

changes in the oasis of Bukhara, since the Neolithic to the Medieval period, and on the evolution
of settlements relating with water resources. The recent geo-archaeological researches realized
by the Archaeological French-Uzbek Mission in the Bukhara Oasis, under the aegis of the Louvre
Museum, brought to light and dated the whole network of paleochannels of the oasis. In this
context, an important increase of urbanization has been observed since the first centuries of our
era, not only determining changes on human behavior, but also changes on trade customs, which
have been studied in a historical point of view.
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