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In the pursuit of the understanding of nature, texts, artefacts and cultural
knowledge from foreign lands often play a stimulating role and in some cases bring
about major conceptual breakthroughs. In the case of China, the science and
technology introduced from the "Western world", hence, India, Islamic world and
Europe, had a profound, revolutionary effect. Through the Chinese intermediary,
this body of scientific and technological knowledge was further transmitted to Korea,
Japan and Vietnam, where this knowledge underwent different forms of
indigenization. In pre-modern Japan, while the influence of new culture from China

continued to be felt, scientific knowledge from the Jesuit missionaries and the Dutch
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was directly introduced. A unique hybrid form of pre-modern Japanese scientific
culture was thus formed. This research project focuses on the Buddhist astronomy
as exemplified by texts such as the Xiuyao jing 5, and the reception of "Western
knowledge" during the late Ming and early Qing. By examining the formation and
transformation of cosmology, theories on nature and life, we hope to illustrate the
interaction of knowledge between the East and the West, and the acculturation
thereof. Ultimately, an attempt to reveal the underlying structure of traditional

Asian science from a pan-Asian perspective will be made.
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