
Claude Estèbe is a French photographer and 
Japanologist. Formerly resident at the Villa Kujoyama 
(2001), he obtained his PhD in early Japanese 
photography from INALCO (2006). His publications 
include Les Derniers Samouraïs (2001) and Yokohama 
shashin (2014). He is currently editing a book on 
tattoos during the Meiji period. He has curated sever-
al exhibitions for the Guimet Museum, Kyotographie, 
and the MCJP (Le Japon en couleurs, 2022).  
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This hybrid lecture will be held on site 
(email required in advance) and via 
Zoom (meeting ID: 842 6720 2188).

EFEO |  Tel. 075-701-0882     E-mail  efeo.kyoto@gmail.com
ISEAS |  Tel. 075-703-3015     E-mail  info.iseas@iseas-kyoto.org

École française d’Extrême-Orient  (EFEO) 
Italian School of East Asian Studies  (ISEAS) 
29 Bettō-chō, Kitashirakawa, Sakyō-ku, Kyoto, 606-8276 Japan

Tattoos and Photography in 
Meiji Japan
Tuesday, June 25th, 18:00
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Horimono, or Japanese tattooing, has been 
documented in photography since the �rst 
commercial series in 1859, with technical 
problems that were quickly overcome by 
coloring the monochrome prints. The 
arrival of Western travellers led to the 
emergence of tourist photography ateliers 
(Yokohama shashin), which �ourished in 
the new treaty ports. All the renowned 
photographers, such as Shimooka Renjō, 
Beato, Stillfried, Usui, Kusakabe, and 
Kajima Seibei,  included portraits of 
tattooed men in their portfolios. With the 
geisha the embodiment of Japanese 
femininity the tattooed man now became 
a new expression of Japanese masculinity 
in the eyes of Westerners.
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Farsari Studio, 1890’s© Xavier Durand


