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The victarious Manchus entering Beljing In 1644 had come a long way
from thelr remote abodes beyond the Willew Palisade and the Great
Wall. How they managed to conguer China is still amatter of debate, but
one element Is widely recegnized for having critically increased Manchu
power, namely, the support they recehred from allled Mongol peoples.
The Mongols gave the Manchus sturdy warrlors, valuable materlal
resources, and atrusted cohort of capable leaders that reached the very
top of the Qing establishment. Yet the road to acquire Mongol support
had been far less smooth than It appears In retraspective. This tafk
examines varlous skdes of the process that enabled the Manchus to
“conquer” the Mongols before the conguest of China. Looking at the
polttical strategles, military confrontatlons, and legal histery In pre-

1644 Manchu-Mongol relations, & will Illustrate a dimenslon of the
Manchu conquest that Is sometime taken for grmnted, under the
assumption that the Mongols jolned forces with the Manchus as part of
atraditlenal "nomadic” process of untfication. The study presented here
Is part of a broader effort to reposttion the pre-conquest history of the
Manchus whthin varlous lecal, reglonal, and global historical contexts.

Nicola DM Cosma is the Luce Foundation Professor of East Asian Studies at
the School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study (Princzton,
U5A) His main area of workisthe history of the relations betwesn China and
Inner Asia from the ancient tathe modsm ara, with special emplasis on the
early and late imperial pericds. Bafore joining the Institute for Advanced
Study (2003) he has been a Research Fellow at the University of Cambridge,
and has taught at Harvard University and the Unhersity of Canterbury iNew
Zealand). He is the author of Ancient Ching and fts Enemies: The Rise of
Nomadic Power in East Asian History [2002); A Documentavy History of
Manchu-Mongol Relations (T616-1626) (2003); Diary of a Mancha Solaier in
Seventeenth-Centwy Ching(2006). He has also edited several books, His most
recent publication (adited) is Miftany Cufture infmperial China (Januany 2009),
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