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The purpose of this research is to undo the “modernist” assumptions in the accepted view
of the history of Japanese religion, unearth the phenomena that were hitherto hidden by
that bias, and construct a new view of the history of Japanese religion. Historical views
of Japanese religion suffered from various limitations, including the assumptions
associated with the modern concept of “religion,” the grip of the nation-state, the
fragmentation of research along sectarian lines and so on. Now it has become necessary
for us to bring these restrictions out into the open and search for new ways to overcome

them. In order to achieve our purpose, we are advancing along two tracks. First, by



subjecting the history of Japanese academia to methods from intellectual and social
history, we aim to uncover the hidden assumptions that formed and sustained the
accepted view of the history of Japanese religion. Second, by bringing together empirical
research from various disciplines, such as the history of religion, history, sociology,
folklore, we aim to throw light on the perspectives and omissions in the accepted view of
the history of Japanese religion. In this way, we aim to unite the theoretical,
metahistorical approach, and the empirical approaches to Japanese religion, and thereby

create a space for productive dialogue that allows us to open up new directions.
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