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Inter-regional relations and mediators in early modern East Asia
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China has experienced a rapid rise both in the economic and political spheres. This rise
1s one of the main factors contributing to the change in the structure of world order.
Recently, historians have been focusing on analyzing various issues related to the past
international and inter-regional relations and world order in East Asia.  Before the era
of opening ports and treaties, China entertained an idea of an extremely self-centric
world order, and forced neighbouring nations to concede the superiority of the Celestial
Empire of China. At the same time, persons or groups engaged in inter-regional trade
acted according to their own desires and interests, which were different from political
and diplomatic matters. They sometimes participated in the process of inter-regional

order formation. In other words, the sovereigns and vassals expressed their political and



formal interests, while private mediators in inter-regional relations acted according to
theirs.  This project tries to identify the moments of confrontation and conciliation
between political ideas and economic strategies, and to shed light on the dynamics of

inter-regional order formation processes in early modern East Asia.
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