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This project intends to further develop the academic achievements of the previous project,
‘A Trans- disciplinary Study of the First World War’, and to examine them in the larger
contexts of modern/twentieth century history. As a foundational moment of the ‘modern
world’, the First World War brought about various ‘modern’ questions, some of which
have been resolved, while others remain unresolved. Some of them have changed their
appearance, keeping their essence intact. Topics to be examined in our project are: the
transformation of democracy, the changing relationship between globalism and
localism/nationalism, the rise of paramilitary violence and terrorism, the rise and decline
of ‘modern’ arts, the continuity and discontinuity between ‘kindai’ and ‘gendat’, and so

on. The subtitle of the project, ‘from the viewpoint of humanities’, implies an ontological



question, that is: in the age following ‘the crisis of European sciences’ (Edmund Husserl),

can humanities effectively tackle the questions posed by the ‘modern world’?
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