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Film Studies in Japan tend to focus on textual analyses performed by researchers
from various fields of the humanities, such as aesthetics or literature. The approach
to films from the point of view of social sciences, such as studies of film industry,
cultural systems, cultural policies, or the effect on the audience, is currently lacking.
Before film started being understood as art, it developed as “show business” or as
entertainment, and how a film is made, how it was shown to the audience, and how
that audience received it are matters of equally importance to the textual analysis
of the film. Researchers from the humanities usually focus on the film director or

cinematographer, but there are many other staff in film business whom the
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researcher should focus on, such as scripters, sword fighting choreographers,
production designers as well as distributors, publicity staff, theater staff, etc. The
existence of the “movie fan,” as the subject at the receiving end of the film is also
important. This research project aims to shed light on the characteristics of the
development of film culture, focusing on its social and economic aspects , through
archiving the experience of the people who participated in the creation of film culture

1n various forms.
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