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At the center of Michel Foucault’s colossal work, whose corpus is nowadays almost
completed, one finds his attempts at a historical criticism of the “human sciences”
originating in Western modernity. Foucault’s work, which lies at the intersection of
reviews of empirical research and philosophical speculation, has a wide political and
practical range, which is not reducible to simple epistemology; it constitutes an
indispensable reference in human and social sciences, the value of which is more and

more important in today's world. Yet, among the attempts to apply Foucauldian

/INRBE



methodology in one’s own field by either adopting or criticizing Foucault’s position,
those that analyze in depth the changes as well as the inherent consistency of his
work are not numerous. Moreover, while Foucault’s work is mainly examined from
within the framework of the history of philosophy or the history of ideas, attempts
at determining the significance of Foucault’s own reexamination of the historical and
contemporary movements in the different fields of “human sciences” remain rare.
The objective of this research seminar is to enable leading researchers in various
fields of the “human sciences" to work together in order to bring out the significance
of Foucault’s work in its totality, and to determine the historical value and actual

potential of Foucault’s criticism of the “human sciences”.
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