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This project aims to compare the key points of Chinese and Indian socio-economic
history. Due to the recent growth of Asian economies, it has now become important
to review global history from Asian perspectives — especially how intra-Asian trade
and other characteristics developed throughout the long period of colonial rule by
Europe during the nineteenth century. Although much research has been carried out
on the socio-economic history of China and India, which are both great Asian powers,
the study of Asian history as a whole during the nineteenth century has yet to be
established in Japan because of the limited amount of academic communication
between scholars who historically study each of these countries. By comparing

Chinese and Indian history during the nineteenth century, this project aims to

189



identify similarities and differences within Asia and reconsider the diversity of Asian
history in terms of a socio-economic framework — all of which has often been ignored
in the past because of the focus on the colonization of Asia by Western countries. This

study, therefore, seeks to review global history from Asian perspectives.
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