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The main purpose of this joint study is the examination of the ritual manuals of
the Vadhula school of the Yajurveda, whose original manuscripts were discovered by
the coordinator of this joint study in the Kerala State of South India. The texts of the
Vadhula school had been taken up by the scholars with the secondary defective
manuscripts only available back at the time. The discovery of the new original
manuscripts has drastically changed the situation and we are now in a far better

position to get almost the full picture of the original texts of this Vadhula school. We
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have been preparing the editions of the fundamental texts of this school which have
been requested by the scholars of Vedic philology. In this joint study, we proceed to
take up the texts of two significant rituals of the Vedic Srautasitra, and conduct
comprehensive examinations of them. They are the rituals of the Soma (Agnistoma)
and the Construction of the Fire-altar (Agnicayana). The former is the central core
of the entire Vedic ritual tradition starting from the Rig Veda, the oldest Vedic
literature, and the latter represents the culmination of the history of Vedic culture,
the reformation and restructure both social and cultural of the middle Vedic age. Our
researches will be carried out by combining two types of studies: one is joint reading
and examination of the manuscripts of the concerned portions of the Vadhula
Srautasiitra (6th, 7th and 8th Chapters) by all the members, and the other one
consisting of the respective reports of important topics from the concerned rituals by
the coordinator and the members. Our plan at the end of the joint study is to publish
a critical edition and an annotated English translation of the three chapters of the

Vadhiila Srautasiitra.
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