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1. Research Activities (WfZE{i58h)

The research work of the Jinbun kagaku kenkytjo has always been—and continues to be—its greatest
accomplishment and attraction to scholars around the world. My experience over the years has involved
me directly or indirectly in a number of seminars in both the Tohobu and the Nihonbu, and they have

invariably been the most exciting venues for scholarship of which I am aware anywhere in the world.

The biggest problem for a foreigner is to acquire a sufficient level of Japanese language ability so one
can participate in or simply understand presentations. Now that some presenters have chosen to deliver
their research finding in the Tohobu in Chinese, that has made it easier for scholars from not only China

and Taiwan but also elsewhere to follow. However, there is no substitute for learning Japanese well.

I attended my first seminar in 1977 or 1978, Professor Takeuchi Minoru’s “Goshi undo kenkytiikai”
FLUEBEAFZE 2. 1 had great difficulty following the papers at that time. Later, I attended several
seminars run by Professor Hazama Naoki, including more than a year of his best known seminar on
“Liang Qichao #/%# and Japan.” That seminar’s presentations I understood better. I even was able to
present a short paper to a spin off seminar run by Professor Shimada Kenji, which was translating Liang

Qichao’s lengthy chronological biography.

As a visiting professor (working with Professor Yamamoto Shin’ichi), I was able to direct a seminar
on inter-East Asian cultural relations over the year 1996-1997, after which we had a conference and

published a volume of essays.

Most recently, I attended Professor Ishikawa Yoshihiro’s seminar, 2019-2020. In years past, I should
also mention seminars run by Mori Tokihiko and others. I repeat: the scholarly work of the Institute is

its greatest calling card.
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2. Educational Activities (¥ 1))

Inasmuch as faculty members of the Institute do not regularly teach, as do regular Kyoto University
faculty, this is somewhat more difficult to assess. Institute faculty do work with graduate students, and
many graduate students attend the Institute’s seminars. [ have been repeatedly impressed over the years
by the high level of scholarship that graduate students present in these seminars. I am also impressed by
their ability to hold their own when pressed by a seminar’s respondent or a question from the floor. In

this they are often more impressive than visiting scholars.

Some seminars I attended in the past were genuinely educational. Many years ago, I briefly attended
a seminar that systematically read through all the issues of the famous May Fourth-era journal Xin
gingnian F1 5 4F (New Youth). Everyone took part and all articles in all issues were closely covered in
the presentations and discussions. I have heard, though not attended, seminars that are devoted to reading,

translating, and interpreting old texts.

In each of these last cases, there is the possibility that the chair of the seminar (the faculty member in
charge) will prepare a critical edition of the text analyzed. And, very frequently, the faculty member in
charge will collect the best papers from a multi-year seminar and prepare them for publication as a
volume. The collection from the seminar on Liang Qichao and Japan, organized by Professor Hazama
Naoki, was published in Japan as well as in a Chinese translation. I later organized an international
conference on this same topic in Santa Barbara, California with Professor Hazama’s help, and I then
translated the Chinese and Japanese essays and published the volume through the University of California.
This proved to be an extraordinary education event initiated in the first instance by a faculty member

from the Institute.

3. Scholarly Communications (%= 15 ¥t)
I take this to refer the publications put out by the Institute and its communications with the outside
world. The journals that the Institute publishes are among the very best in terms of scholarship in the

world. To the best of my knowledge, they are used by all scholars everywhere who read Japanese.

Even more impressive is the fact that many of the seminars produce volumes that the Institute
publishes after the best papers from a given seminar are selected, revised, and readied for publication
by the leader of that seminar. I have a number of such volumes in my possession and treasure them.
Dozens of these volumes have been published over the years, and they are great achievements.
Unfortunately, for scholars working in non-East Asian fields, these volumes will only be used by other
Japanese scholars. This is sadly true of many of the volumes in Chinese and Korean studies as well;

here, scholars outside Japan who work on Chinese or Korean history and culture should, but rarely do,
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read Japanese—and those that do “read” Japanese rarely read it well.

One suggestion I would have would be to make these volumes available online. Some years ago, I
received a collection of such essays from a senior faculty member (Tanigawa Michio) in the Bungakubu.
I was so impressed that I wrote and published a lengthy review. A number of Anglophone readers of my
review then wrote Professor Tanigawa requesting copies, but (as is so often the case) there were only a
small number printed. Were such volumes online, they could be easily accessed by any and all who so
desired. And, even those scholars with limited Japanese knowledge could make their way through articles
directly relevant to their research. I have no idea how such an idea would be implemented and what

impact it would have on costs, but I only offer this as a suggestion.

4. Social activities (fL2X{f8))

I take this category to mean activities involving faculty, students, and visitors of a social, rather than
a purely academic, nature. I saw none of this in my last visit to the Institute (September 2019-March
2020). When I was a visiting professor in 1996-1997, there was much more. And, they were much
enjoyed. These involved dinners, organized events like bowling, and a New Year’s party. Because

things are usually so socially cold in and around the Institute, these events were greatly appreciated.

Part of the problem for me is that the building and offices more closely resemble bunkers. The large
rooms reserved for visitors and graduate students have a more homely feeling to them. But, one is

reluctant to engage in socializing there, because one does not want to bother others who are working.

But, people don’t come to the Institute to engage in social activities. They come to do their research,
meet scholars, and engage in seminars. Everyone, more or less, is holed up in his or her office, only
emerging to use the copy machine or the restrooms. At my earlier positions in the United States and
Canada, much social life transpired in the hallways between offices, where people would bump into one
another and have brief (or not so brief) conversations about many topics. In winter, the hallways in the

Institute are not heated (nor air-conditioned in summer), so they are not fitting places to socialize.

If there were more events like joint lunches for Institute faculty and visitors, that would be very
welcome. These now occur solely on an ad hoc basis. Even small groups hosted by the more senior
professors would enable visitors and others to interact, make friends, share information, and the like.
When entering the staff office on the ground floor, one always was seemingly welcome, but going there

always had the feel of being in the wrong place; I always felt like I wanted to apologize for intruding.
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5. Research organization/structure (WfZ7EHLEE - BEAE)

The research organization of the Institute is extraordinary. Dedicated as it is to scholarship at the
highest level, the research seminars are divided into three silos: the East (East, Southeast, and South
Asia), Japan, and the West. Any and all disciplines are covered. There are many ways one could divide

up the world, but this one is as good or better than any.

Within each silo, a multiplicity of topics are covered. My experience has acquainted me best with the
modern China section of the Tohobu, where there have been two senior professors and one junior
faculty member. For most of my association with the Institute, Hazama Naoki and Mori Tokihiko were
the senior professors and Ishikawa Yoshihiro the joshu. Now, Ishikawa and Murakami Ei are the senior
professors and Tsuru-san is the junior member of the group. The senior professors have almost always
run seminars, and the joshu basically makes Xerox copies and phone calls. In English, we call such a
person a “go-fer” (because he “goes for” everything that his seniors tell him to). I think this is unfortunate.
This is the model for all Japanese crafts—from kimono dyeing to cutting fish for sushi to just about
anything else. Many of the joshu that I have known over the years were fine young scholars in their own
right, men and women who could run very interesting seminars themselves. Even if they had the talent,

they now have no time, because they are more often than not doing mindless things for the senior faculty.

I like that the composition of the seminars is at the discretion of the senior professors who organize
them. He or she can invite whomever he or she wishes and thus compose an excellent assortment of
faculty members and graduate students from around the Kyoto region. I was very pleased with the people

Yamamuro Shin’ichi invited to the seminar we co-lead in 1996-1997

6. WAL DIGHY

I do not understand this category.

7. Overall evaluation (ZH#85F)

I have been affiliated with the Research Institute for the Humanities on five or six occasions over the
past forty-four years. On three occasions, it was for a lengthy period of time: December 1976-May 1978
(as a graduate student); June 1996-June 1997 (as a visiting professor in the Japan Division HZ4<{); and
most recently, September 2019-March 2020 (in visiting scholar in the East Asian Division ¥ /5 {f8). As

a result, I have seen many changes over time.

As a first impression, the new (or newer) home of the Institute on the main campus is decidedly less

attractive than the older building on Higashi-0ji Street, and both are far less attractive than the old build-
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ing in Kita-Shirakawa. The appearance of the building is less important that the ambiance of coldness
as one enters the building. No one ever spends more than a few minutes in the waiting area immediately
inside the doors, the couches there are extremely uncomfortable, and people rarely stop to so much as

say hello.

Far more important, though—and this was frankly unbelievable to me—is the enhanced amount of
bureaucracy that everyone is compelled to withstand. More and more paperwork than ever, online tests
for all professors, all sorts of rigmarole with computer security, and more truly diminish the experience
for visitors, as I am sure it must for permanent faculty. Of course, the overwhelming source of this is not
mandated by the Institute or even Kyoto University but the Japanese government. Nonetheless, it bears

mentioning.

On the positive side of things, the highest level of scholarship anywhere in the world in the fields that
I know remains the standard, and that is the most important thing—even if it doesn’t outweigh
everything else. There are far, far more Chinese students in Japan now than there used to be, and Kyoto
University and the Institute’s seminars are heightened by them. Also, faculty now not only speak
Chinese (and even English) as they never used to, but they often run their seminars in Chinese. This is

a phenomenal achievement.
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