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An Interdisciplinary Study on East Asian Works of Arts and Culture Concerning the

Visible and/or Invisible Entities
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We carry out international and interdisciplinary research beyond the framework
of the conventional academic fields, as a preparation for establishing a common
basis to the understanding of works of arts and culture of East Asia. Researchers
from various fields come together to explore theories and works concerning the
visible and/or invisible entities, which are supposed to be invisible to ordinary
people. Since, we think, discussions on Buddhist and Daoist theories give a
particularly effective guideline, we lay special emphasis on them. We not only

confirm common and different points explained in a variety of theories and thoughts,



no matter whether they may be indigenous or not, but also pay careful attention to
contradictions, which may be recognized between theories and works. We select
concrete examples (specific works of art etc) and position them in East Asian
cultural history so as to show practical models of interpretation. The works, which
we investigate, range from archaeological relics to sculptures, paintings, gardens

architecture, music, performing arts, etc.
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