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The Representation of the Amitabha Tathagata in East Asia
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The Amitabha Tathagata, the ruler of the Western Pure Land, is one of the
primary Buddhas of Mahayana Buddhism. The various artworks that have been
created, such as the images of individual Amitabha or the Amitabha Triad, the
representation of the Western Pure Land, and the image of the descent of
Amitabha, all reflect various thoughts or expressions of faith in the Amitabha
Tathagata. This research team seeks to investigate these various aspects of
religious thought or faith by examining how the Amitabha Tathagata and the
Western Pure Land have been represented in East Asia. For instance, we will

hold two workshops and discuss the various iconographic and religious functions,



based on the differing imagery and representations of the Amitabha Tathagata
and the Western Pure Land in China and Japan. This research team, including
art historians and archaeologists who specialize in Gandhara, the Western

Regions, China, and Japan, will also help advance interdisciplinary studies. .
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