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China has its own traditional scholarship, which has undergone a great deal of change
throughout its long history. The purpose of this study is to clarify the (dis)continuity of
Chinese scholarship from the Qing period to the modern era using the following perspectives.
First, based on Zhang Xuecheng’s contribution to Muluxue, we look for those opportunities
in the history of scholarship throughout the Qing period that have allowed for the
transformation of Jingxue into various academic disciplines, including history. Zhang’s
Muluxue traced the origins and development of scholarship, classified it, and tried to present
it in a unified manner. The theory of “Liu Jing Jie Shi (the Six Classics are all history)” does
not necessarily only apply to the transformation “from Jingxue to history”. Second, we trace

how the commonly held understanding of Qing scholarship, such as the interpretation of the
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theory of “Liu Jing Jie Shi “, was established by reviewing the discourse on the history of
scholarship that has occurred since the late Qing period. Finally, we combine these two points
of view to provide a bird’s-eye view of the (dis)continuity of Jingxue from the Qing period

through to the modern era.
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