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From randomized controlled clinical trials of pharmaceutical products to the field testing of
genetically modified organisms or smart city experiments, in the past half century the site of
scientific testing has expanded from the laboratory to society at large with all its political and
ethical implications. These changes have been prompted by the increasing level of lay
expertise and public participation in technological innovation, as well as by the rapid progress
of data processing and computational infrastructures. We call the wide-ranging consequences

of this transformation “experimentality.” How has this public participation in experimentation



reshaped the relationship between humans and other living things? In what sense can techno-
scientific innovation be thought of as the ontological ground for multispecies togetherness in
the Anthropocene? To answer these and other intellectually pressing questions, this project
will engage in a comparative discussion with specialists in the environmental humanities in
and outside Japan by building on existing theoretical frameworks such as kansekai (Umwelt)
and kyosei (togetherness). The aim of the project is twofold. First, it explores the political,
scientific and affective re-construction of ‘multispecies togetherness’ in the Anthropocene
through specific case studies and comparative analysis. Second, it provides a methodological
ground to engage with the lateral move in the humanities by creating an experimental space

for the ethnographic study of multispecies coexistence.
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