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This research analyzes how the Chinese government managed social stability in Mao’s era.
Unlike existing literature that adopted the ideological approach and highlighted the
effectiveness of self-criticism and mutual criticism of ordinary citizens, this study unravels the
crucial role of public security institutions and their evolution process. Specifically, using
archive data collected from the Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University, this
research discusses how specifically did public security policies managed social stability via
monitoring ordinary citizens and secretly arresting “counter-revolutionaries”. It posits that
public security organizations serve as organs of violence that helped consolidate CCP
rulership by effectively controlling revolutionary social forces and preventing them from

growing into influential rebel power. This research shed light on the function of secret state



repression in Mao’s era by clarifying the role of public security organizations, a relatively less
touched area due to the confidential classification of credible data. It also contributes to a

deeper understanding of political control in totalitarian regimes.
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