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Early modern Japan was an era of great development but also saw an expansion of production
and human living space that resulted in the devastation of nature. Although the rise of various
industries brought economic growth, historical sources show that it also caused various
environmental problems which are now also recognized as social problems. However, most
problems did not spread beyond local communities until the 1950s, when they finally began
to be recognized as serious social crises, called kogai, which critically affected public health
and destroyed the living environment. How, then, have people confronted such issues
throughout history? This research project will explore various environmental problems from
the early modern period through to contemporary times, focusing on the social movements
and social structures that framed them. We also plan to compare environmental problems in

Japan with those encountered in other countries, aiming to clarify the significance and



meaning of such problems for the people living with disaster.
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