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This project aims to examine the ways in which people in certain societies or regions
categorize others, label and racialize them - resulting in the production and reproduction of
various forms of socio-economic inequality. It investigates the markers mobilized to
categorize and racialize others, whether they are visible phenotypical differences, invisible
and mythical bodily features, or cultural embodiments of perceived “differences,” which may
relate to the unequal distribution of resources and power. The project addresses how various
processes of racialization are reproduced or transformed over the years.

We will conduct this project using three different approaches. One approach is based

on an international comparison between various different websites, written in Chinese,



Japanese and English, relating to genetic testing. It is organized around the research subjects’
“discovery” of their respective ancestries. The second study aims to articulate the similarities
and differences in racialization between Japan and Europe by a collaborative study with the
EHESS in France. Thirdly, we will continue our discussions on the Trans-Pacific as a space
of negotiation between racialization pronounced in Asia and one in the Trans-Atlantic and

how the intertwined and nested structure manifest in the Trans-Pacific.
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