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The Yungang Caves, located near the city of Datong in Shanxi province in China, are a group
of Buddhist cave-temples excavated in the latter half of the fifth century by the Northern Wei
dynasty. Between 1938 and 1944, following on from investigations of the Xiangtangshan
Caves in Hebei province and the Longmen Caves in Henan province, the Research Institute
of Oriental Culture, the predecessor of the Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto
University, carried out investigations of the Yungang Caves and neighboring sites. A report
of these investigations was published in the form of the voluminous Yunkang (1951-1956) in
16 volumes and 32 fascicules by Mizuno Seiichi and Nagahiro Toshio. This research
seminar set about researching on the visual materials and field notes collected from such
investigations with the goal of systematically digitizing and actively promoting the further use

of these research resources, and making them available to the public.
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