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Li Pang and Bai Jian: How were the Dunhuang Manuscripts of
Li Shengduo Brought to Japan

Takata Tokio (translated by Qu Yandan)

In 1936, all the Dunhuang manuscripts owned by Li Shengduo were sold to Haneda Toru by
Li Pang, Li Shengduo's tenth son, through an antique dealer named Bai Jian. In this article, the
author traces a historical background of the case, with detailed description of the biographies
of these two figures. Among the Dunhuang manuscripts kept in Japan, Li Shengduo's collection
is undoubtedly the most important one in terms of both quality and quantity. The case offers
also the key to an understanding how Dunhuang manuscripts were brought to Japan. Three

supplementary notes are attached to this article.



