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Except for two short poems, the Tun-huang story of the extreme fil-
ial piety of the legendary Shun as a boy is written entirely in prose.
Unless one assumes that the verse has simply been omitted, this
poses problems for a definition of pien or pien-wen that specifies the
prosimetric form as an essential characteristic. The two manuscripts,
S4654-354 and P2721-52, respectively, have a head title and an end
title which identify the story as Shun-tzu pien i chuan %t {3 —%&
and Shun-tzu chih-hiao pien i chuan %% 28 —%. The text also
lacks the pre-verse formula and any other implicit or ostensible ref-
erences to illustrations. The language and style resemble less those
of the majority of works I have been considering than they do those
of the wholly prose narrative such as the story of Ch’iu Hu #k#&H and
Hui-yuan 2% ( this latter is simply designated on the manuscript
[S2073-283] as a “Tale [hua| of the Honorable [Hui-|yuan of Lu Moun-
tain” JEILEEZ A ) The Shun-tzu text differs so radically from the
first group of pien-wen, in fact, that we are tempted to declare either
that it constitutes a case of mislabeling or that it represents a loose

usage of the term. (p. 25)
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