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A Study of the Iconographical Compositions

of Yungang Cave 


�� Focusing on the Reliefs with Scenes from Buddha’s Life

Fusae AC9D

Among the Yungang�� Caves which were excavated during the Northern Wei

�� ���
 � ��	� dynasty, Cave 
 is one of the most problematic one, and has been

discussed for a long time.

In Cave 
, there are various scenes from the life of Buddha depicted on the

central pillar and sidewalls surround it in a complicated iconographical composition.

In these reliefs, Chinese style garments appear for the first time in the history of

Yungang Caves.

In this article, I focus on the reliefs of scenes from Buddha’s life in Cave 
, and

make a comparison with other works in detail. As a result, I make it clear that there

can be seen influences from the Liangzhou	
 style Buddhist images and Yungang

Cave ���.
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Sound Changes to Avoid Using Taboo Characters

Tokio T6@6I6

It has been recognized so far that sound change was not used in order to avoid

using a taboo character. Nevertheless the character� name of the Tang emperor

Gaozong, was read as li instead of chi. It is attested in the Tibetan transcription of

the very character in the Dunhuang manuscript text of the Thousand Character
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Classics. Furthermore the pronunciation li was not a temporary substitute but used

as one of the stable pronunciations of the character. It can be confirmed by the

frequent use of the character for substituting other characters of li pronunciation in

Dunhuang manuscripts. In addition to the character �� we can find another

example of sound change, in this case to avoid using a secular taboo. The character

� is often indicated to be pronounced as hwa instead of lwa in a few collections of

phonetic and semantic gloses for the Chinese Tripitaka, such as Kehong’s Zangjing

Yinyi Suihanlu. The pronunciation lwa could mean “testicules” and had to be

avoided, especially in Buddhist societies. These two characters, being rare examples

of sound changes to avoid using taboo characters, deserve more attention.
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Notes on Ni�shu

Minoru IC676

The word Nezak and the appellations containing it are considered to be a clue for

elucidating the complicated political circumstances of East Iran and Central Asia

after the collapse of the Sasanian Empire. Two Chinese words have been assumed as

transcriptions of Nezak, one of which is Na�sai and the other is Ni�shu. The validity

of the identification of the latter with Nezak is discussed in this paper through the

consideration of the way of composing titles and appellations in Pre�Islamic Central

Asia together with the analysis of the political landscape of the western part of

Central Asia in the 	 th century. It is concluded that Ni�shu and Nezak might be

different transcriptions of the same word, which will help us to consider how the

minor tribal groups and city�states had survived under the hegemony of powerful

empires or confederations such as the Hephthalites and Western Turks.
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