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Research Topic

Study on Legal Texts in the Qin-Han Dynasties
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Summary of Objectives
(Approx. 400 characters)

The Yuelu Qin strips, which were purchased by the Yuelu Academy of Hunan University in 2003, contain a large volume of texts
of Qin statutes and ordinances, together with records of exemplary criminal cases and writings on mathematical procedures. To
date, three volumes of Qin statutes and ordinances have been published, including some 1,000 bamboo strips. Almost certainly,
these texts were written and edited after unification by the First Emperor. Thus, these laws could be said to be the foundational
principles of the government at the very beginning of the early Chinese empire. In this project, taking on board the findings of an
earlier project, “Study on the Excavated Manuscripts of the Qin Dynasty”, we will read these texts and progressively publish
annotated translations. In addition, it is planned to read the Shuihudi Han strips, which were excavated from Tomb No.77 in
Shuihudi, Hubei Province, in 2006. Around 850 strips of Han statutes and ordinances, as well as several official documents, are
included therein. These manuscripts are dated in the reign of Han Emperors Wen and Jing; there is almost a half-century time
difference from the Yuelu Qin strips. Following publication of Shuihudi, we will start reading it and analyzing the transformation
of the early Chinese empire by comparing the Han legal texts against those of the Qin Dynasty.
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