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Research Topic

A Bibliographic Research Project on Old Chinese Books Housed in the Reserch Institute for Oriental Culture
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Summary of Objectives

(Approx. 400 characters)

In April 1938, after the dissolution of the Academy of Oriental Studies, the old Kyoto Institute affiliated with the Academy became
independent and was renamed the “Institute of Oriental Studies,” which has since evolved into the “Department of Oriental
Studies of the Institute for Humanities Research, Kyoto University.”

The present institute has inherited all the ancient Chinese books previously housed in the old institute, and details of these
historical collections can be found in the Catalogue of Old Chinese Books Housed at the Kyoto Institute of Oriental Studies
Academy, published in 1938, and the Additional Catalogue of Old Chinese Books Housed at the Institute of Oriental Studies,
published in 1941.

Our research project re-examines the information in these catalogs and attempts to improve the accuracy of the KANSEKI
database - an online catalog based on the earlier catalogs. The project includes the creation of an additional database that
includes the prefaces and postscripts of the books. It will also include the collection of information on ex-libris ownership
stamps and their publication in illustrated books.

In the near future, as part of the 100th anniversary of the Institute, exhibitions will be held with the aim of reviewing and
restructuring Oriental studies in Japan.
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