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Research Topic

Interaction and Conflict in the Eastern Eurasian History
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Summary of Objectives
(Approx. 400 characters)

In Eastern Eurasia, there have been constant exchanges and interactions between pastoral nomads of the eastern part of the
Eurasian Steppe and settled agriculturalists of China proper. Northern pastoral nomads founded several powerful nomadic
dynasties, based on the speed and ferocity of its mounted archers, which was the preeminent military technology in pre-modern
times; they confronted the Chinese dynasties and even conquered China several times. Relations between pastoral nomads from
the steppe and agrarian people of China were dynamic and diverse, including military conflict, domination, coexistence and
fusion. These can be regarded as the basic patterns of Eastern Eurasian history. Based on the results from the former project
“Warfare and Diplomacy in Pre-modern Eastern Eurasia”(2018-2022), this project will focus on the Southern Song history book
“Sanchao beimeng huibian”, which deals primarily with the diplomatic relations of the Song dynasty with the Jin dynasty of the
Jurchen people during the first half of the 12th century, when the Jin dynasty established its hegemony in the multi-state system
of Eastern Eurasia. We will use the documents included in this book to analyze the characteristics of interaction and conflict
between northern nomadic powers and the Chinese people. In addition, we will examine the impact and influence of the Jin
conquest of Northern China on the politics, society and culture of China, including Northern China under the Jin and Southern

China under the Southern Song.
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