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April 2025 - March 2028
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Research Topic

Historical Study of Labor Union Activities in Institutions of Higher Education
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Summary of Objectives

(Approx. 400 characters)

The objective of this research group is to elucidate the actual state of labor union activities in institutions of higher education
after the Asia-Pacific War by utilizing the archival materials held by the Kyoto University Labor Union (KULU). KULU has had
custody of a large, unorganized collection of documents accumulated since its founding in 1948. Its content is not just limited to
Kyoto University’s internal matters, such as daily union activities, working conditions, and administrative policies, but also
extends to cover a broader range of external issues, including scientific, educational, and peace movements. The long-term and
comprehensive preservation of labor union records on this scale is extremely rare. The KULU materials are highly regarded as
sources that can present an alternative perspective when conducting research on teachers’ union movements, which has
predominantly focused on primary and secondary education; and postwar management and labor history research, which has
mainly centered on private-sector companies. Therefore, by organizing and analyzing the KULU materials, this research group
aims to present new historical findings that span pedagogy, social movement research, and labor-management relations theory.

We will seek the cooperation of the KULU staff and its former members in organizing the materials. Additionally, the publication
of the research results will be linked to the creation of a commemorative magazine and events that coincide with the 80th
anniversary of the union in 2028. This initiative aligns with the mission of the Center for Innovative Informatics of the
Humanities by contributing to the creation of humanities knowledge through collaboration between academia and the broader
public.
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